
 

 

COVID-19 Update #2 – March 11, 2020 
 

              NOTICE TO FAMILIES AND SYSTEM PARTNERS 
Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 
March 11, 2020 
 
With many families and Kenora Catholic staff travelling over the March Break we would like to provide 
you with an update about the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19). Fortunately, there are currently no 
confirmed cases of the virus in the Kenora and Red Lake areas, making the immediate risk low to our 
communities.  
 
Education and Action 
As a School Board, we are responding and preparing. We are in regular contact with the Northwestern 
Health Unit, the Ministry of Education, and the Ministry of Health, taking direction on actions to 
implement in our schools. Attached please find a letter dated March 11 to Parents / Guardians from 
Northwestern Health Unit. 
 
What’s Happening in Our Schools? 
We continue to follow standard cleaning and disinfection protocols throughout our schools and 
buildings. Our custodial team has increased their sanitation efforts with more emphasis on ‘touch’ 
points such as door handles, elevator buttons, phones, keyboards, photocopier buttons, light 
switches, stair railings etc., Essentially everything that is touched on a daily basis is being sanitized on 
a daily basis.  

 
We have also asked our schools to post the Northwestern Health Unit’s Good Handwashing 
Techniques poster at all handwashing stations and to review proper handwashing techniques and 
cough etiquette with our students. 
 
Talking to your Child about COVID-19 
We understand that there is a tremendous amount of information in the media regarding COVID-19 and 
the reports are worrisome for many. In an effort to take a proactive approach in reducing anxiety and fear 
in children, our Mental Health Lead has reviewed and recommends the following resource for talking to 
your child about COVID-19: 
 
Child Mind Institute: Talking to Kids about the Coronavirus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nwhu.on.ca/ourservices/PreventingInfectiousDiseases/Pages/Proper-Hand-Washing.aspx
https://childmind.org/article/talking-to-kids-about-the-coronavirus/


 
 

 
 

Difficult Decision Regarding St. Thomas Aquinas High School’s European Trip 
We have made the difficult but precautionary decision, in partnership with our families who had a 
child registered for the trip, to cancel the European trip scheduled for March 13. We considered 
several factors in making this difficult decision, including Health Canada advisories and polls from our 
families.  
 
We also took into account the potential that staff and students could be quarantined, either overseas 
or upon their return to Canada. This was a challenging decision, and we thank our students, families 
and staff for their support and guidance in helping the board reach this decision. 
 
Board to Family and Staff Communication 
We will continue to communicate COVID-19 updates in collaboration with our health partners. We have 
developed a Novel Coronavirus Update website at the Kenora Catholic District School Board, where we 
will provide updates and information as it’s shared by our health partners and relates to our school 
system. As new information becomes available, we will share it with families and staff in the following 
ways: 

• Emails to families and staff through School Messenger 
• Facebook@KenoraCatholic 
• KCDSB website – www.kcdsb.on.ca 

We encourage you to ‘like’ the Kenora Catholic District School Board Facebook site and ensure that your 
school has your most updated email address and telephone number on file so we can communicate with 
you.  

Travelling over March Break? 
If you are planning to travel over March Break, the Public Health Agency of Canada has valuable 
information on its Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) website, including Travel Advice and other helpful 
information.   
 
More Information 
We recommend the following websites for information on COVID-19 that are continually updated with 
new information: 
 
Public Health Agency of Canada 
Ontario Ministry of Health 
The Northwestern Health Unit 
 
We recognize that there are communities and families who have been impacted more directly by this 
virus, and we are keeping them in our prayers. The health and well-being of our students and staff remain 
our highest priority in all of our decisions and actions. 
 
Yours in Catholic education, 

 
 

Derek Haime, Director of Education 
 
Encl. 

http://www.kcdsb.on.ca/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/latest-travel-health-advice.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus
https://www.nwhu.on.ca/Pages/coronavirus.aspx


 

 

210 First Street North 

Kenora, ON  P9N 2K4 

March 11, 2020 

Dear Parents / Guardians, 

 

The risk of getting novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in northwestern Ontario remains low because 

the virus is not spreading in the general community at this time. Globally, most people have got 

this virus through travel in affected areas or through close, household contact with someone 

who had the virus. Overall, most people with the virus get mildly ill. 

 

If you have travel plans in the near future, including over the March break, please visit the 

Government of Canada’s travel website for advice (www.travel.gc.ca). Some countries have 

entry and exist restrictions due to COVID-19.  

 

Things to consider if you are travelling: 

 If you do get ill, are you comfortable seeking care in the country you are visiting? 

 Depending on where you visit and how the situation evolves, you may not be able to 

leave your location; or upon arrival back into Canada, you may be asked to self-monitor 

or self-isolate for 14 days. 

 

To protect yourself and your family from the virus, you should: 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water or an alcohol-based sanitizer 

 Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze with a tissue or a sleeve 

 Stay home if you are ill 

 Avoid visiting people who are sick 

 

For up to date information about the local COVID-19 situation, please visit our website at 

www.nwhu.on.ca .  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Donna Stanley 

Manager, Infectious Diseases 

http://www.travel.gc.ca/
http://www.nwhu.on.ca/
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